
Minutes of the 
Economic Development Element Subcommittee

Tuesday, March 14, 2006

Dan Ertl, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.

Subcommittee Members Present 
• Dan Ertl, City of Brookfield
• Steve Crandell, City of Waukesha
• Patti Wallner, Waukesha County Chamber of Commerce
• Colin Butler, Comprehensive Development Plan Advisory Committee Representative, Town of Ottawa
• Greg Kessler, Community Development Director, City of New Berlin
• Norm Cummings, Department of Administration, Waukesha County
• Marilyn Haroldson, Comprehensive Development Plan Advisory Committee Representative, Town of 

Merton
• Bob Duffy, Oconomowoc Economic Development
• Bill Mitchell, Waukesha County Economic Development Corporation

Subcommittee Members Absent: 
• Darryl Judson, Judson and Associates
• Suzanne Kelley, General Electric Company
• Brian Schecterle, Culver’s Restaurant

Staff Contacts:
• Dale Shaver, Director - Waukesha County Department of Parks and Land Use
• Jerry Braatz, UW Extension Associate Professor of Community Development
• Dick Mace, Planning and Zoning Manager – Waukesha County Department of Parks and Land Use

Other Interested Parties
None

Public Comment
None.

Subcommittee Introductions

Comprehensive Planning Process Overview
Mr. Shaver indicated the Southeastern Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) prepares on a 10-year 
cycle Regional Land Use Plans and has initiated a planning process with new census, demographic and 
economic information from the year 2000 census.  Currently, SEWRPC is preparing an update to the 
Regional Land Use Plan for the year 2035.  Waukesha County has an existing County Development Plan, 
completed and adopted by the County Board in 1996.  The Comprehensive Plan became effective in 1997.  
At that time, Waukesha County integrated all previously adopted Land Use Plans from municipalities.  If a 
County has a Comprehensive Development Plan, it is required to include adopted City and Village Plans.  
Townships are not required to be included, however, by practice, since the 1990’s when a Town had a Land 
Use Plan, which was in conformance with the planning principles and objectives used in preparing the plan, 
they were incorporated.  When the County’s first Development Plan was prepared, 24 out of the 37 
municipalities had adopted Land Use Plans and were included in the Development Plan.  Subsequent to the 
1996 Waukesha County Comprehensive Development Plan, the Wisconsin Comprehensive (“Smart 
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Growth”) Planning Law was also enacted.  It required Cities, Villages, Towns and Counties to prepare 
Comprehensive Development Plans and have them in place by the Year 2010 if they intend to continue to 
administer land use regulations.  The law also required if a Comprehensive Development Plan is prepared, 
certain key elements should be included.  One of the elements is the Economic Development Element.  The 
Smart Growth Planning Law was signed into law in 1999.

Many of the communities asked if the County and/or the Southeastern Regional Planning Commission 
(SEWRPC) would be available to assist in updating the Development Plan to meet Smart Growth planning 
requirements.  Due to limited staff resources, the County was unable to commit.  The Waukesha County 
Planners group (planning professionals which represent all of the municipalities in Waukesha County) meet 
periodically to discuss land use issues.  The planners group decided the best way to meet the Smart Growth 
requirements was through a cooperative/coordinated effort to take advantage of the data prepared by 
SEWRPC, Waukesha County and the local municipalities.  A “Memorandum of Understanding” was 
drafted and sent to all municipalities in Waukesha County (27 municipalities have signed on).  If the 
municipality chose to sign on, they have a representative on the overall Advisory Committee.  

Mr. Shaver said that information regarding agendas, minutes, public involvement process, planning advisory 
committee and sub-committees, planning overview and planning progress will be hosted on the Waukesha 
County Department of Parks and Land Use webpage located at: 

The Economic Development Element Subcommittee will focus on issues that are germain to the economy of 
Waukesha County and the communities.  A Scope of Study is created for each sub-committee including a 
list of the members, staff contacts, objectives and timeline for completion.

Roles and Responsibilities and Distribution of Subcommittee Materials
Mr. Shaver said the role of the Economic Development Element Subcommittee is to prepare Chapter 6, 
Demographic and Economic Development of the Comprehensive Development Plan.  The Subcommittee 
will utilize the Chapters 2 and 8 from the current Comprehensive Development Plan, data from SEWRPC, 
the State of Wisconsin, the Waukesha County Economic Development Corporation and other sources. He 
noted that Mr. Braatz would be the text writer for Chapter 6.  The timeline to complete the development of 
Chapter 6 will be no later than August 2006.  The Subcommittee will meet approximately four times before 
August 2006.  By mid April 2006, the outline for the Chapter will be presented to the Subcommittee.  A 
draft Chapter would be prepared by early to mid June 2006 with the final Chapter completed by August 
2006.  

Mr. Butler asked if the local municipality’s established plans would be reflected in the Economic 
Development Chapter?  Mr. Shaver replied that where local Economic Development Plans exist, which are 
typically in the larger cities in Waukesha County, the local plans will be integrated into the Comprehensive 
Plan for Waukesha County.              

http://www.waukeshacounty.gov/cm/Business Units/Parks 
and Land Use/Land Information System/Comprehensive 
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Meeting Times and Dates
It was decided the next meetings would be held Tuesday, April 11, 2006 and Tuesday, June 13, 2006, at 
3:00 p.m. in Room 255/259 of the Waukesha County Administration Center.   

There being no further business to come before the Committee, Mrs. Haroldson moved, seconded by 
Mr. Butler to adjourn.
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